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Hands on History

Newsletter for Stakeholders

Welcome to BBC Learning History Campaign’s first newsletter for all stakeholders, partners and organisations working with us to ensure that the BBC’s History Campaign makes as positive an impact as possible.

In our newsletter we’ll endeavour to keep you abreast of the campaign’s development: both centrally and regionally, including our broadcast ambitions and plans for resources. 
About BBC Hands on History
History is a major priority for the BBC over the next two years, with an unprecedented range of programmes across BBC One, Two, and Four, from the Norman Conquest and Stonehenge to 100 years of the British high street and the story of England told through 2,000 years in one village.  

To complement this broad range of programmes BBC Learning is launching the Hands on History campaign.  Under the Hands on banner we will work closely with partners in the heritage and community sectors to engage families with inspiring Hands on History activities relevant to each era we visit.  Using the power of broadcast and the strength of partnerships, we aim to inspire thousands of families to explore history, both out and about and back at home, over the next two years. 

Stakeholder meetings

We’ve now held two stakeholder meetings; the first in April enjoyed a massive attendance from partners across a wide range of different disciplines.  The second, more recent meeting suffered from a multiple clash of diaries.  In an effort to avoid this occurrence, please follow the steps outlined to indicate your first and second choice dates.  We’ll also try to ensure that meetings take place in Central London to allow as high attendance as possible.
DATES FOR NEXT MEETINGS – Central London, venue TBC

OPTION 1  Tuesday 15th June , 11:00 to 13:00

 
OPTION 2   Tuesday 22nd June  11:00 to 13:00  
 
OPTION 3 Wednesday 23rd June, 11:00 to 13:00       
Please mail gemma.davies@bbc.co.uk indicating your preference by 31st May. 
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Programmes commissioned within the History Campaign

Here’s a list of all the programmes currently included in the history campaign. 
History Season Synopses

The Normans

August 2010 tbc/ 3 x 60”/ BBC Two

In this magical, landmark series Professor Robert Bartlett will uncover the secrets of the Norman world.  What did 1066 really mean for ordinary people and in what way do we still feel the impact of the Norman invasion today? Bartlett explores real voices from the period to get under the skin of the Normans and show how this group of French elites transformed the face of Britain, and Europe, forever.
Secrets of the Domesday Book
September 2010 1 x 60”/BBC Two
Rarely seen, often misunderstood, the Domesday Book holds the secrets of England’s past. BBC2 is about to shake the dust off Domesday and reveal how our oldest surviving public record unleashed enough red tape to create the modern British state. Using new technology, Dr Stephen Baxter re-examines this medieval record and reveals a story of drama, intrigue and terror.
Norman Walks with Dan Snow (Produced by Skyworks, makers of Wainwright Walks)

TX TBC/ 4 x 30”/ BBC Four

Follow Dan Snow as he uncovers the ‘forgotten’ Norman Empire, one that has been largely overlooked yet laid the foundation for modern Europe.  Each episode focuses on a different aspect of the Norman legacy and is shot in the same awe-inspiring ‘from the air’ style of Skywalk’s previous series. Using Dan’s enthusiasm and historical scrutiny, the modern landscape is stripped away to reveal the Norman world. The focus of the series is the experience of the walk itself and the casual encounters with local residents, compelling landscapes and fellow travellers along the way.
High Street Dreams (Produced by Wall to Wall who made Who do you think you are?)
Autumn 2010/ 6x60”/ BBC One

In this entertaining new series five modern day shopkeepers will be taking their high street back in time.  Together with their families they will be challenged to run five stores exactly as they would have been run in six key eras of British history, travelling through time from the 1870s to the 1970s.  Will the families be able to cope with whatever history throws at them?  And how have each of the eras left their mark on our modern high street? 

English Story (Produced by Maya Vision)
Sept/Oct 2010 6 x 60/ BBC Two 

This series will tell the English story from Dark Ages until 20th century through the eyes of one village, Kibworth in Leicestershire. By chance, extensive records from this typical English village have survived for 800 years creating a unique record of the impact of national events on ordinary people. We’ll hear the voices of our ancestors throughout the ages, from a peasant living under Norman rule to a servant girl in Victorian London pining for home. Kibworth residents of all ages have taken a hands-on role to uncover the past, participating in digs, taking part in DNA testing and sharing their own documents and photos. 

Note: We are exploring the exciting possibility of commissioning ‘ Story of the Nation’ in 2011/12. This would build on success of  English Story and tell the story of the UK over past 2,000 years through 8 locations and involve local community in those places. 

Note: We are exploring the exciting possibility of commissioning ‘ Story of the Nation’ in 2011/12. This would build on success of  English Story and tell the story of the UK over past 2,000 years through 8 locations and involve local community in those places. 

History of Ancient Britain Part 1: Stonehenge Britain

Winter 2011/ 4 x 60”/ BBC Two 

Explore Ancient Britain with Neil Oliver and discover a world of ritual sacrifice, warrior-kings and intimate domestic life. Follow Britain as it develops from the glacial wasteland of 12,000BC through to the glories of the Stone Age. Find out how the technical innovations and social revolutions of our prehistoric ancestors laid the foundations of modern Britain.
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Winter 2011/ 4x60” / BBC Two

Neil Oliver continues his landmark exploration of Ancient Britain and looks at one of the greatest mysteries of history: In the 1,000 years that created Britain, who, what, and where were the Celts?  To find the answer he visits some of our island’s most amazing sites, gets hands on with some top experimental archaeologists, and marvels at wonders that were created 2,000 years ago.
This is not an exhaustive list, as programmes are being pitched, commissioned and occasionally decommissioned all the time.  
We’ll explore with the Commissioning Editor, History, how we share with you details of other commissioned history programmes not included in Learning’s Hands on History Campaign, as several of you explained how your (and other) organisations might be interested in mounting events and activities around the programmes not included in our season, and share your expertise with programme makers. 

Norman Walks

A number of Norman Walks have been devised for the campaign.   The walks locations are – Sussex, Norfolk, Gloucester, Wales, Lincoln, Shropshire, Berkshire, Hereford and Worcs, Wiltshire, Essex, York, Kent, Jersey and Cumbria. 

The walks will be publicised on our website (bbc.co.uk/history) and via local BBC broadcast from July 14th.  The walks tie in with the documentary series on BBC2, and the BBC 4 series with Dan Snow embarking on a set of Norman Walks.  Dan Snow has also been approached to do a TV blog to appear on the BBC History website (TBC).  
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Primary Resources 

We’ve approaching completion of the primary resources ; aimed at Key stage 2 and supporting the national curriculum, there’ll be downloadable lesson plans, class clips and resources to support teachers to explore each era we visit with their class.  The resources will be geared towards project work and creative sessions. 
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Website

BBC Hands on History launches online on 14th July.  We’ve created an icon, who will appear throughout the site, travelling back in time to different eras (starting with the Normans) to bring to life the campaign in a way that will be appealing to the young families we hope to reach.   It will include interactive maps, activities and events frun by both the BBC and partners, as well as programme clips.

Partner Resources

Three of our Norman activities are being developed into full, detailed workshops for use by partners in the heritage and community sectors to download and run locally with groups. They will be ideal for family and mixed groups as well as using with kids. You can also pre-order the plans in the form of a pack from your nearest Learning regional project manager (see details below) from June. The pack will also include marketing resources, for example empty belly posters to publicise your events and activities locally and stickers to give away. 

Examples of our logos/branding: 

BBC Learning Regional Project Managers 

The BBC’s network of 14 regional project managers realise locally and actively our ambitions for BBC Hands on History. With expertise, knowledge and contacts in their specific regions, they welcome your organisations making contact with them where information can be shared and work streams coalesce.  Please forward to them (by email in the first instance) any local contacts within your organisation which would help you and us to achieve our ambitions more effectively.

List of BBC Learning Regional Project Managers

	Region/

Nation
	Local Radio Stations
	Learning Project Manager/Learning Project Assistant

	BBC East
	Three Counties, Norfolk, Cambridgeshire, Suffolk, Essex, Northampton
	Madeleine Forrester (Mon-Thurs)                     

01223 287106 /  07710  336404

madeleine.forrester@bbc.co.uk

	BBC East Midlands
	Nottingham, Leicester, Derby

(LPMs for this region cover Northamptonshire even though not in broadcast area)
	Helen Sykes BP (Weds-Fri)
0115 902 1895 / 07921 648402 helen.sykes@bbc.co.uk
Team Assistant (Thurs and Fri)

Tejal Raikundalia 

	BBC East Yorks & Lincs
	Humberside (LPM - Liz Thornton)

Lincoln (LPMs – Sophia Ramcharan & Helen Sykes)
	Chloe Davies (LPA - Humberside) 01 14447 / 07791 758 621 chloe.davies2@bbc.co.uk

Nigel Hallam (LPA – Lincolnshire)

01522 875172 /07850 744642



	BBC London
	London
	Naomi Arnold

0255873/ 07809 598 294

naomi.arnold@bbc.co.uk

	BBC North-East & Cumbria
	Cumbria, Newcastle, Cleveland
	Darren Taylor BP (Weds-Fri) 01 41237 / 0780 9598400 darren.taylor@bbc.co.uk

Lynn Cuthbert  (Weds – Fri) 01 41237/
 07710 336 384  lynn.cuthbert@bbc.co.uk

	BBC North-West
	Merseyside, Lancashire, Manchester
	Debra Sloan (Mon-Weds) 01 43022 /
 07912 583211 debra.sloan@bbc.co.uk

Terri Sweeney BP (Weds-Fri) 01 43022 /
 07710 336398 terri.sweeney@bbc.co.uk

	BBC South
	Berkshire, Oxford, Solent
	Roger Hammett

01 74377 / 07801 760715 roger.hammett@bbc.co.uk

	BBC South-East
	Kent, Southern Counties 
	Eleanor Gloster 

01273 320432 / 07711 776328
eleanor.gloster@bbc.co.uk

	BBC South-West
	Devon, Cornwall,  Guernsey, Jersey


	Michelle Andrews 

01 34591 / 07841 004585

michelle.andrews@bbc.co.uk 

	BBC West
	Gloucestershire, Swindon, Wiltshire, Bristol, Somerset Sound
	Trish Campbell

01 42448 / 07912 583417 trish.campbell@bbc.co.uk


	BBC West-Midlands
	Stoke, Shropshire, WM, Coventry & Warwickshire, Hereford & Worcester
	Fiona Dye  
01 77087 / 07912 583584 

fiona.dye@bbc.co.uk 


	BBC Yorkshire
	Leeds, Sheffield, York
	Liz Thornton

01 47122 / 07809 598221

elizabeth.thornton@bbc.co.uk

	BBC Northern Ireland
	Ulster, Foyle 
	Margery Quinn

028 3751 0927 / 07710 336409 margery.quinn@bbc.co.uk
David Reid (Assistant)
0138834 / 07740 865 501 david.reid2@bbc.co.uk


	BBC Scotland
	Scotland
	Catherine Garvie 

01 26499/ 07740 818401 catherine.garvie@bbc.co.uk
Aileen McColl  (Production Co-ordinator) 

0141 422 6702 6480 aileen.mccoll@bbc.co.uk


	BBC Wales
	Wales, Cymru
	Non Richards (Mon-Thurs)

x0123526/ 07889 046320 non.richards@bbc.co.uk

Eleanor Gardener (Project Associate)

02920 322 550 eleanor.gardener@bbc.co.uk 


	Jeremy Pollock 

Editor - Special Features Unit

02 55903 / 07801 198472

jeremy.pollock@bbc.co.uk

	Annie Keane

Partnerships Manager BBC Learning

02 85047 / 07739 300336

annie.keane@bbc.co.uk



We need your help!
History of the World in 100 objects

During the Norman phase of the Learning Campaign, Radio 4 will use the Norman programming and activities as a springboard to invite their museum partners to upload relevant objects from the era.  We’d be delighted if you could invite your partners to take part and upload items from their collections.  Individuals can also get involved. 

In order to avoid duplication of approach with Radio 4s partners, we will forward to you shortly the wording to be used in the approach to your partners.  This will be mailed to you directly. 

We’d also love to have images of Norman sites, Norman objects (historical or recreated – i.e. shields, arrows, helmets), Norman re-enactments and families and individuals at historic events for use on our website and to illustrate the campaign resources.  Please forward any images you would be happy for us to use to Ceri Fox at ceri.fox@bbc.co.uk with a statement giving us clearance for use (credits can be discussed depending on usage).

News Stories for BBC local Radio 

We are pleased to have the support and enthusiasm of BBC local radio stations across the Nations and Regions, who are keen to take part in the Hands on History Normans campaign.  Every good radio station loves a good story, so if you have local experts, fascinating news stories with relevance to Norman History please let us know and we’ll forward to the appropriate local radio station.  This input from partners makes a world of difference to how the campaign sounds on air.  Thank you for any help you can give with this. 

The Next Newsletter
The next newsletter will let you know how the launch went, and we’ll also be able to tell you about the next big phase of our campaign, the High Street.  BBC Learning will be running 12 flagship ‘pop up’ History shops in empty high street sites across the UK, tying in with the ‘High Street Dreams’ programmed detailed in the TV programmes synopsis (and new title pending!).  Working closely with the local community, council and partners, we’ll be bringing alive the history of local high streets across the UK with inspiring events and free resources.
Feedback/Your Suggestions
If you have any comments or suggestions for our next newsletter contact me at Amanda.lennon@bbc.co.uk 

































